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Introduction

Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Chhattisgarh are among India’s eight Empowered
Action Group (EAG) states1. These states are also among the economically backward states
which witness a higher level of inter-state out-migration for employment and work-related
reasons. Another important attribute of these states is that after the North-Eastern states,
these are among the states which have a higher proportion of the Scheduled Tribe (ST)
population. According to Census 2011, Chhattisgarh has 30.6 per cent of the ST population,
followed by Jharkhand (26.2 per cent), Odisha (22.8 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (21.1
per cent). Against this backdrop, this short paper discusses migration patterns, major inter-
state destinations and causes of migration from these four states.

Migration Scenario in Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Graph 1 shows out-migration to other states and migration within the state boundary. In
Jharkhand, while inter-state out-migrants constitute around 18.66 per cent (17,04,827 persons)
of total out-migrants from the state, 81.34 per cent (74,30,091 persons) are intra-state migrants.
Madhya Pradesh has around 11.98 per cent (29,79,492 persons) inter-state out-migrants and
88.02 per cent (2,18,94,713 persons) intra-state migrants. Odisha has around 8.07 per cent
(12,71,121 persons) inter-state out-migrants and 91.93 per cent (1,44,88,013 persons) intra-
state migrants. In Chhattisgarh, 8.41 per cent (6,93,632 persons) are inter-state out-migrants
and 91.59 per cent (75,54,503 persons) are intra-state migrants.
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Graph 1: Distribution of Inter-state and Intra-state Migrants (in percentage)

Source: Calculated using Census 2011, D-3

Graph 2 shows the distribution of inter-district and intra-district migrants within a state. Of
the total intra-state migrants, Jharkhand has 27.87 per cent inter-district migrants (20,70,425
persons) and 72.13 per cent (53,59,666 persons) intra-district migrants. Madhya Pradesh
has 32.75 per cent inter-district migrants (71,70,690 persons) and 67.25 per cent (1,47,24,023
persons) intra-district migrants. Inter-district migrants constitute 28.68 per cent (21,66,862
persons) and intra-district migrants 71.32 per cent (53,87,641 persons) in the state of
Chhattisgarh. In Odisha, 23.05 per cent (33,39,611 persons) are inter-district and 76.95 per
cent (1,11,48,402 persons) are intra-district migrants.

Graph 2: Distribution of Inter-District and Intra-District Migrants (in percentage)

Source: Calculated using Census 2011, D-3
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Reasons for Out-Migration: Trends in Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh Compared to All India Trends

The reason for migration is an important indicator that can give a good picture of the
development scenario of a particular state (Sarkar, 2014). Recent migration-centric literature
in the Indian context suggests that the likelihood of out-migration for employment-related
reasons is most dominant among the EAG states and is also a livelihood strategy for many
(Sarkar, 2019). The Census 2011 D-series data also confirm the same pattern, suggesting
that employment-related out-migration is more prevalent among lower-income states such
as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and other poorer states. Literature suggests that due to high migration
rates, these backward and poor states are also losing human capital (Bhagat, 2009;
Chandrasekhar and Sharma, 2014)
This section compares the reasons for migration from the four states with very high ST
population concentration, viz., Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh, with
the all-India level figures. The analysis is done separately for male and female migrants
because male migration is mainly dominated by employment-related reasons, and female
migration occurs primarily due to marriage. Aggregate analysis in this regard may give
biased results.

Table 1: Reasons for Migration among Male Migrants in Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and All India (in percentage)

Reasons for 
Migration 

All India Jharkhand Madhya 
Pradesh 

Odisha Chhattisgarh 

Work/Employment 23.96 51.09 45.35 57.62 46.61 
Business 1.83 2.61 1.77 1.60 1.44 
Education 2.26 3.72 2.02 1.46 2.26 
Marriage 3.66 3.54 2.53 1.75 3.01 
Moved after birth 13.74 3.42 7.64 3.64 5.39 
Moved with household 20.31 19.22 23.77 14.98 25.70 
Others 34.24 16.39 16.91 18.93 15.58 
 Total 100 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Source: Calculated using Census-2011, D-3

Table 1 shows that among male migrants across India, on average, 24 per cent have migrated
due to work- or employment-related reasons, whereas the rate is more than double the all-
India figure for the states of Jharkhand (51 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (45 per cent), Odisha
(58 per cent), and Chhattisgarh (47 per cent). This suggests the economic dependence on
migration as a livelihood strategy among the people of these four states. In contrast, the all-
India average of 2 per cent for business-related migration is similar to that of these four
states. Migration for education is considered very important because it relates to the human
capital development of a person. Literature suggests that migration for education, especially
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for higher education, and migration of those with higher education qualifications are more
likely to get a higher return. Such migrants hold an advantage both at the destination and
source job markets (Lucas, 1997; Kochar, 2004; Kundu, 2007). It is observed that Jharkhand
has 3.72 per cent of total migrants for education purposes compared to the all-India level of
2.26 per cent. The other three states have almost a similar figure to the all-India level.

Table 2: Reasons for Migration among Female Migrants in Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and All India (in percentage)

Reasons for Migration All India Jharkhand Madhya 
Pradesh 

Odisha Chhattisgarh 

Work/Employment 2.06 4.09 4.12 6.11 8.93 
Business 0.29 0.31 0.39 0.40 0.38 
Education 0.70 0.79 0.50 0.63 0.71 
Marriage 66.48 70.06 65.44 57.76 57.70 
Moved after birth 4.45 1.27 2.57 2.53 2.32 
Moved with household 11.72 14.43 18.01 22.36 20.56 
Others 14.30 9.04 8.97 10.21 9.39 
 Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Source: Calculated using Census-2011, D-3

Table 2 shows that among female migrants across India, on average, two (2) per cent have
migrated due to work- and employment-related reasons, whereas this rate is more than
double for the migrants from these four states – Jharkhand 4.09 per cent, Madhya Pradesh
4.12 per cent, Odisha 6.11 per cent, and Chhattisgarh 8.93 per cent. The all-India average
rate of migration for business-related reasons among female migrants is around 0.29 per
cent, which is slightly lesser compared to female migrants from the states of Jharkhand
(0.31 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (0.39 per cent), Odisha (0.40 per cent) and Chhattisgarh
(0.38 per cent). Another important observation is that though marriage migration is most
dominant in the female migration stream, it is substantially lower for the female migrants
from these states, except for Jharkhand, compared to the all-India average. In Jharkhand,
marriage migration is 70.06  per cent, which is higher compared to the 66.48 per cent in the
all-India female migration stream, whereas for Madhya Pradesh it is 65.44 per cent, Odisha
57.76 per cent and Chhattisgarh 57.70 per cent. The comparatively lesser propensity for
female marriage migration in these states is due to its higher share in the work- and
employment-related migration and the ‘moved with the household’ category.

Overall, comparing Table 1 and Table 2, it is observed that the likelihood of migrating for
work, employment, and business is more than double for migrants from Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh compared to the all-India average. It is also interesting to
note that while marriage is the biggest reason for female migrations across India, the rate of
female migrations happening due to marriage is less in these states except for Jharkhand.
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Intra-state Migration stream for Scheduled Tribe

As already discussed, after the North-Eastern states, these four states have the highest
number of STs; therefore, it is necessary to discuss ST migrants in these states in some
detail. The prevalence of high poverty rates in this community adds another dimension to the
discussion on reasons for migration. According to the Tendulkar Methodology, the percentage
of the ST population below poverty line (BPL) in the rural areas during 2011-12 was 51.6 per
cent in Jharkhand, 55.3 per cent in Madhya Pradesh, 63.5 per cent in Odisha, and 52.5 per
cent in Chhattisgarh (Scheduled Tribe Statistical Profile, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, GOI2).
Studies suggest that acute poverty, debt, and alienation have put the tribal communities in the
most vulnerable condition; lack of employment opportunities and meagre income opportunities
have forced a greater proportion of the members of this community to migrate (Kujur and
Minz 2021). Women in the tribal community actively participate in economic activity and join
the migrant stream, as tribal society largely favours social equality, and women have been
equal partners in contributing towards the household economy (Kumar and Deogharia 2017).

However, due to the limitation of the data, it is not possible to study the inter-state migration
from these states for the ST community: therefore, this section is restricted to analysing the
reasons for intra-state migration.

Table 3: Reason for Intra-State Male Migration among ST Community (in
Percentage)

Reasons for Migration Jharkhand Madhya 
Pradesh 

Odisha Chhattisgarh 

Work/Employment 23.71 26.74 8.61 28.14 
Business 0.27 0.25 0.57 0.16 
Education 5.62 5.03 6.47 8.69 
Marriage 12.97 9.80 6.49 9.95 
Moved after birth 2.68 9.03 3.44 6.11 
Moved with household 18.29 20.22 13.59 22.07 
Others 36.45 28.93 60.84 24.88 
 Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Source: Compiled from Census 2011, D-3 (ST)

Table 3 shows the reasons for intra-state migration among ST communities in Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh. It is observed that among the male intra-state
migrant cohort, work/employment is the most dominant reason for migration in Chhattisgarh
(28.14 per cent), followed by Madhya Pradesh (26.74 per cent) and Jharkhand (23.71 per
cent). It is lowest in the case of Odisha (8.61 per cent). One important aspect is that there is
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a significant proportion of education-led migration which is highest in Chhattishgarh (8.69
per cent), followed by Odisha (6.47 per cent), Jharkhand (5.62 per cent), and Madhya
Pradesh (5.03 per cent). A good proportion of male migrants belong to the ‘moved with
household’ category, suggesting that migration with household members is quite prevalent.

Table 4: Reason for Intra-State Female Migration among ST Community (in
percentage)

Reasons for Migration Jharkhand Madhya Pradesh Odisha Chhattisgarh 
Work/Employment 1.55 2.57 1.04 2.06 
Business 0.14 0.18 0.10 0.10 
Education 1.20 1.18 2.47 1.98 
Marriage 85.08 78.87 71.53 81.21 
Moved after birth 0.37 2.01 1.02 1.16 
Moved with household 4.21 6.79 4.65 7.07 
Others 7.45 8.40 19.20 6.43 
 Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Source: Compiled from Census 2011, D-3 (ST)

Table 4 shows reasons for intra-state migration among ST women in Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh. It is observed that women mainly migrate due to marriage;
however, there is also the active participation of women who migrate for work- and
employment-related purposes. Notably, women in the tribal community also migrate to take
up education.

Major Destinations for Inter-State Migrants from Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh

Despite being similar in their development attributes, these four states show diverse trends in
terms of the favoured destinations of their migrants. Here, we map the leading destination
states for inter-state migrants from Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

From Jharkhand

Table 5 shows that the two major destination states for migrants from Jharkhand are West
Bengal (20.87 per cent) and Bihar (18.76 per cent). The main reason for such a trend is that
both West Bengal and Bihar are bordering states, hence the higher propensity of migration to
these states. In the case of Bihar, cultural ties also play an important role in the higher
migration rate, as Jharkhand was a part of Bihar before its bifurcation in November 2000.
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Table 5: Major Destination States for Inter-State Migrants from Jharkhand

Major Receiving States Absolute Number Percentage
West Bengal 1,39,398 20.87
Bihar 1,25,305 18.76
Maharashtra 62,040 9.29
Odisha 56,704 8.49
Uttar Pradesh 47,892 7.17
Chhattisgarh 42,262 6.33
Delhi 37,348 5.59
Rest of India 1,57,000 23.50
Total 6,67,949 100.00

Source- Compiled from Census 2011, D-13 (0-9 Years Duration of Residence)

The other major destination states are Maharashtra (9.29 per cent), Odisha (8.49 per cent),
Uttar Pradesh (7.17 per cent), Chhattisgarh and Delhi. The reason for other high tribal
population states of Odisha and Chhattisgarh being prominent destinations can be attributed
to the fact that they have high mining activities and workers from other states are preferred,
that too through labour contractors. Tribal workers often migrate through labour contractors.

From Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh is the second largest state in the country, located in central India; hence, it
shares a border with many other states – with Maharashtra in the south, Uttar Pradesh in
the north, Chhattisgarh in the east, Maharashtra in the south, and Gujarat and Rajasthan in
the west. Table 6 shows a pattern similar to that of Jharkhand. Most inter-state migrants
from Madhya Pradesh prefer going to bordering states.

Table 6: Major Destination States for Inter-State Migrants from Madhya Pradesh

Major Receiving States Absolute Number Percentage
Maharashtra 3,33,821 28.43
Rajasthan 2,00,727 17.09
Uttar Pradesh 1,91,711 16.33
Gujarat 1,42,444 12.13
Chhattisgarh 1,12,813 9.61
Delhi 56,527 4.81
Haryana 35,833 3.05
Rest of India 1,00,412 8.55
Total 11,74,288 100.00

Source- Compiled from Census 2011, D-13 (0-9 Years Duration of Residence)
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Maharashtra alone receives around 28.43 per cent of the total inter-state migrants from
Madhya Pradesh. The other states which receive a higher proportion of migrants from
Madhya Pradesh are Rajasthan (17.09 per cent), Uttar Pradesh (16.33 per cent), Gujarat
(12.13 per cent), and Chhattisgarh (9.61 per cent).

From Odisha

Table 7 shows that major migrant-receiving states from Odisha are Gujarat (18.09 per cent),
Andhra Pradesh (13.89 per cent), Chhattisgarh (12.93 per cent), and Maharashtra (11.43
per cent). Karnataka (8.29 per cent), Jharkhand (7.41 per cent) and West Bengal (7.30 per
cent) are other states that receive migrants from Odisha in large numbers. Of these, Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and West Bengal are its neighbouring states. Another
feature of inter-state out-migration from Odisha is that the higher-income states of Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka are the main recipient states for Odisha
migrants. Higher-income states, in general, attract more inter-state migrants from the poorer
states due to pull factors such as higher per capita income, employment opportunities,
infrastructure, and business opportunities (Sarkar, 2014).

Table 7: Major Destination States for Inter-State Migrants from Odisha

Major Receiving States Absolute Number Percentage
Gujarat 1,07,588 18.09
Andhra Pradesh 82,622 13.89
Chhattisgarh 76,901 12.93
Maharashtra 67,971 11.43
Karnataka 49,275 8.29
Jharkhand 44,084 7.41
West Bengal 43,423 7.30
Delhi 21,583 3.63
Rest of India 1,01,264 17.03
Total 5,94,711 100.00

Source- Compiled from Census 2011, D-13 (0-9 Years Duration of Residence)

From Chhattisgarh

Table 8 shows the major destination states for inter-state migrants from Chhattisgarh are
neighbouring states – Maharashtra (26.17 per cent), followed by Madhya Pradesh (19.66
per cent), Odisha (13.07 per cent), and Uttar Pradesh (10.74 per cent). Undivided Andhra
Pradesh (at the time of Census 2011) and Jharkhand are also its neighbouring states which
attract Chhattisgarhi migrants to the extent of 4.96 per cent and 4.84 per cent respectively.
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Table 8: Major Destination States for Inter-State Migrants from Chhattisgarh

Major Receiving States Absolute Number Percentage
Maharashtra 76,571 26.17
Madhya Pradesh 57,514 19.66
Odisha 38,256 13.07
Uttar Pradesh 31,435 10.74
Andhra Pradesh 14,517 4.96
Jharkhand 14,151 4.84
Gujarat 8,786 3.00
Rest of India 51,378 17.56
Total 2,92,608 100.00

Source: Compiled from Census 2011, D-13 (0-9 Years Duration of Residence)

Summary

The study of migration from Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Chhattisgarh is important
as they have a high concentration of tribal population. They are also poor states which lag
behind on various parameters of development. The Census 2011 D-series data on migration
clearly establish that the rate of out-migration for males and females from these four states
for economic reasons such as ‘work and employment’ is more than double the all-India
figure, reflecting the economic dependence on migration in these states. The paper also
shows trends in reason-specific intra-state migration for the ST community. It is well-known
that migrants from poor and backward states prefer more industrialised and urbanised states,
but their choice of destinations has also evolved in a historical process. Thus, the preferred
destination states vary; for example, it is observed that for the migrants from Jharkhand, the
most preferred destination state is West Bengal of the total inter-state out-migrant cohort, it
is Gujarat for the migrants from Odisha, and Maharashtra for migrants from both Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

One implication of high migration rates from these poorer states is that they are losing the
human capital needed for their development (Bhagat 2009; Chandrasekhar and Sharma
2014). However, it can also be argued that economic migration benefits these states by
reducing unemployment and gaining remittances

Notes

1. The EAG states include Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Uttaranchal, Rajasthan and Jharkhand.

2. https://tribal.nic.in/downloads/Statistics/Statistics8518.pdf
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